thereafter rapidly absorbed, and tend to produce symptoms of a more or less alarming and even dangerous character. In these cases the fseces, prior to the introduction of the soapy water with which they are brought into contact, appear to exist in a normal state, as no symptoms indicative of the absorption of deleterious materials from the intestinal canal are complained of until the enema is given.
Considering the very varied character of the food stuffs ingested, the many forms of lower organisms introduced with these, and the different digestive fluids thrown into the alimentary canal, it is not altogether astonishing that the introduction of fluids into the lower bowel, which may react chemically and otherwise upon the matter lodged therein, should occasionally result in the production of symptoms which are attributable to the release and absorption of poisonous agents. In consequence of the presence of lactic acid, which is developed from the carbo-hydrates ingested and other acids which are produced by putrefaction, the reaction of the contents of the rectum is often acid -r sometimes, however, ammonia is present in such a quantity that the reaction is neutral or even alkaline. 
